
Gigi Kidwell is the
owner of “Harding’s
Naturally Homegrown
Produce,” and is one of the
Fayette County Farmers’
Market vendors. Gigi is also
a mother who has raised 10
children, only three of
whom are her own. Finally,
Gigi is a certified reflexolo-
gist who uses this alternative
medicine practice to relieve
pain and other disorders. As
different as these roles may
seem, they all stem from
Gigi’s desire to give the best
of herself to others.
Gigi’s booth at the

Fayette County Farmers’
Market is run by the three
children who still live with
her: Christina Juliano,
LeAnnaKidwell and Rachel
Squadroni. They are respon-
sible for getting up early to
harvest and prepare garden
produce for market where
they sell free-range eggs,
chickens, baked goods and a
large variety of vegetables.
Their organic vegetables are
special because they are
grown in soil enriched with
compost. No wonder people
line up for their delicious
produce.
On Market Saturdays

when the girls are selling
produce at their booth, Gigi
is working in her

Washington C.H. office at
602 Clinton Ave. With
reflexology, she applies
skilled pressure to hands and
feet to relieve conditions as
varied as insomnia,
fibromyalgia, arthritis and
sinus. She speaks warmly of
people who have gotten bet-
ter with her treatments and
were spared long-term med-
ication. It is obvious that she
takes joy in helping others.
Her busy office not only

has herbs for sale, but people
can also buy fresh eggs and
chicken there in the winter
when the Farmers’Market is
closed. Whether at the mar-
ket or the store, chicken
must always be ordered
ahead of time because it is
kept in a USDA approved
freezer until purchased.
Gigi’s office number is 740-
505-6400.
Gigi originally came to

Fayette County when she
was 16, and her parents
bought the farm where she
now lives. Although she
again lived in Columbus
when she had her children,
she says “Once you have
grown your own food, you
can’t get farming out of your
blood.” Gigi states she feels
blessed to be back on the 14-
acre farm that her parents
worked and loved.

It was when she barely
had themoney to feed all the
children in her own home
that Gigi began a large veg-
etable garden to help others
who did not have enough to
eat. She stresses that having
little herself did not stop her
from giving to others who
were in need. Their garden
now feeds her extended
family and provides produce
for the Farmers’Market.
Her interest in reflexolo-

gy began when she was
injured while working at
Airborne. The state paid for
Gigi to get trained as a mas-
sage therapist, but when
Gigi discovered that reflex-
ology was more helpful in
her own healing, she
switched hermajor to reflex-
ology. As with the garden,
she states that although she
understands the need to
make enough money to sup-
port her family, her reflexol-
ogy practice is much more
about helping others than it
is about money.
The three young women

in her home emulate Gigi’s
pride in their work.
Christina, 22, manages the
market booth with the other

girls’ help. She also juggles
two other jobs and has found
time to become a reflexolo-
gist. She is an innovative and
enthusiastic gardener, and
loves to plan what food she
will prepare from her pro-
duce.
LeAnna, 13, is the baker

for the market. She speaks
with enthusiasm of the pies,
cupcakes, rolls and cookies
that she prepares. It’s a bit
difficult baking for others,
she explains, because she
takes into account people’s
different likes and dislikes.
In addition, she keeps in
mind people with special
dietary needs like diabetics
and substitutes non-sugar
sweeteners in some of her
baked goods.
Rachel is now 9 and is

well on her way in learning
basic skills. Not only are
Rachel and LeAnna home-
schooled, but Gigi says she
want all her children to be
self-sufficient when they
leave her home. She makes
sure they are capable of
growing their own food,
cooking and sewing.
This year, Gigi was hon-

ored to receive the
“Outstanding 20 Women
You Should Know” award
from the Columbus radio
station “Sunny 95.” This

isn’t surprising to her niece,
Christina, who nominated
her, or to others who know
her. People agree that Gigi’s
values enrich many people’s
lives. She believes in team
work rather than competi-
tion to guide the work on the
farm and in the community.
As she helps others, she

shows gratitude to those
who help her. She appreci-
ates the staff at the Soil and
Conservation and FSA
departments of our local
County Extension Office.
With their help, she received
a grant for improvements on
the farm. She credits the
“team” on the farm, includ-
ing a nephew and grandfa-
ther, for facilitating these

improvements that include a
barn and hoop house. They
also manage the livestock
and garden. In this same
cooperative spirit, she assists
people who have difficulty
affording her care.
For those of us who also

want to contribute to our
community, Gigi has the fol-
lowing words of advice: Act
locally, work cooperatively,
and allow others to follow
their own passions and
strengths. She adds, “Teach
children self-sufficiency in
growing and preparing their
own food. We may not
always have groceries avail-
able in stores, but everyone
can afford a package of
seeds.”
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Submitted photo
Local Kubota dealership Green & Sons, Ltd., of Mount Sterling, Ohio, recently at-
tended Kubota Tractor Corporation’s 2011 National Dealer Meeting in San Anto-
nio, Texas, joining more than 1,000 Kubota dealers for an exclusive look at Kubo-
ta’s new products, and to participate in field demonstrations and training. From
left: Heather Green and Bill Green of Green & Sons, Ltd.

TORRANCE, Calif., –
Representatives from
Green & Sons, Ltd., of
Mount Sterling recently
attended Kubota Tractor
Corporation’s 2011
National Dealer Meeting
in San Antonio, Texas, and
had the chance to get an
exclusive look at the latest
Kubota product introduc-
tions and innovations
across all lines of Kubota
tractors, construction
equipment, utility vehi-
cles, and lawn and garden
equipment.
More than 1,000

Kubota dealers from
across the country con-
vened to receive a first
look at the new product
enhancements, featuring
Kubota’s new M135GX
M-Series ag and utility
tractor that includes
Kubota’s roomiest tractor

cab ever. Kubota’s
“Growing into the Future
Together” theme recog-
nized the company’s deal-
ers for their contributions
to the company and their
involvement with its over-
all growth and success.
During the meeting Green
& Sons, Ltd., also attend-
ed field demonstrations
and classroom sessions,
gaining hands-on driving
experience for Kubota’s
products.
“Kubota dealers are

central to the company’s
success and we consider
them our first customers
and business partners,”
said Mr. Yuichi “Ken”
Kitao, president, Kubota
Tractor Corporation. “We
are proud to work with our
entire dealer network to
exceed our customers’
expectations by delivering

on product innovation,
quality and value, and
remarkable customer serv-
ice.”
Kubota Tractor

Corporation, Torrance,
Calif., is the U.S. marketer
and distributor of Kubota-
branded equipment,
including a complete line
of tractors up to 118 PTO
hp, performance-matched
implements, compact and
utility-class construction
equipment, consumer
lawn and garden equip-
ment, commercial turf
products and utility vehi-
cles. For product literature
or dealer locations, con-
tact Kubota Tractor
Corporation at 3401 Del
Amo Blvd., Torrance, CA
90503, (888) 4-KUBOTA
[(888) 458-2682], Ext.
900, or visit www.kubo-
ta.com.

Green & Sons reps
attend national
Kubota conference

The Commission on
Aging wishes a happy
birthday to the following
seniors celebrating in
January:
Jan. 1: Carol Van Meter.
Jan. 2: Barbara

Armintrout.
Jan. 3: Doris

Southworth.
Jan. 4: Lewis “Sonny”

Rittenhouse.
Jan. 8: Warren Pollock,

Linda Garringer, Gary
Hidy, Becky Seaman,Alice
Wills.
Jan. 9: Jerry Penwell,

Lorene Jordan.
Jan. 10: Carolyn

Shadley.

Jan. 12: Louise Priest.
Jan. 13: Frank

Breedlove.
Jan. 14: Dwight

Hedrick.
Jan. 15: Sally Begin,

Gary Long.
Jan. 16: Gladys

Whiteside, Peggy Tice.
Jan. 17: Patricia Lee,

Judy Clark.
Jan. 19: Nancy Rolfe,

Judy Shaw.
Jan. 20: Opal Anderson,

May Johnson, Roger
Thompson.
Jan. 21: Cindy Sagar,

Roger Belles.
Jan. 22: Ronald Batson,

Delmar Cox, Pat Neal.

Jan. 23: Karen Hoppes.
Jan. 24: Marvin

Milstead.
Jan. 25: Robert Putman,

Bruce Ream.
Jan. 26: Earl Stant,

Mike Williams.
Jan. 27: Marilyn

Stimpert.
Jan. 28: Billy Anderson,

Jeanne Swift.
Jan. 29: Bob Welsh,

Bernadine Allen, Thomas
Williams.
Jan. 30: Helene

Sanderson, Bob Sanderson,
Jean Rice, Ruth Cox.
Jan. 31: James

Oughterson, Chelcie Ellis,
Janet Wallace.

Commission on Aging
menus for the week of Jan.
2-6
Monday: Center closed

for NewYear’s.
Tuesday: Beef and noo-

dles, mashed potatoes,
broccoli, cornbread, mixed

fruit, strawberry Jell-O.
Wednesday: Breaded

chicken breast, sweet pota-
toes, green beans, vanilla
wafers, apricots.
Thursday: Roast beef,

turkey, ham on croissant
with lettuce and tomato,

macaroni salad, apple-
sauce, cranberry juice.
Friday: Roast pork,

dressing, gravy, baked
potato, buttered peas, man-
darin oranges, frosted spice
cake.

On Wednesday Jan. 4,
2012 Fayette County chil-
dren in the area of
Jeffersonville will be able
to receive immunizations at
the Fayette County Health
Department Mobile CARE
VAN . In order to serve you
better, health department
officials ask that you please
make an appointment as
other services may be
going on at the same time.
The van will be in

Jeffersonville at Detty’s
Market parking lot from
10-11:30 a.m.

A parent or legal
guardian must accompany
the child to be immunized
or make prior arrange-
ments. It is requested that
the parent bring the child’s
immunization record to the
van.
Adult tetanus-diphtheria

shots and flu shots are also
available. Regularly sched-
uled clinics on Tuesday
afternoons by appointment
will continue at the Fayette
County Health Department.
Cholesterol/blood sugar

screenings are free for

Fayette County Residents
once a year. A 12-hour fast
is required. Call the health
department for an appoint-
ment at 335-5910.
Blood glucose screen-

ings (blood sugar only) for
walk-ins are available at the
health department on
Wednesday mornings from
8-10 a.m.An eight hour fast
is required for this.
These services are pro-

vided by the Fayette
County Health Department
and the United Way of
Fayette County.

Kidwell’s produce brings variety to market
Mary Lou Shaw
Eat Local columnist

Gigi Kidwell, shown here with three of her daughters,
is the owner of Hardings Naturally Homegrown Pro-
duce.

CareVan comes to
JeffersonvilleWednesday

Commission on Aging
recognizes January birthdays

COA MENUS

The Fayette County
Board of Elections will hold
a formal hearing pursuant to
Ohio Revised Code 3513.05

Union Township trustees
will hold their annual reor-
ganization meeting at 7
p.m. on today, at the town-
ship building, 1505 Route
38. As always, the public is
invited.

Local Briefs

County landfill
closed today

Union Twp to
meet today

Fayette Board of
Elections to meet

at 2 p.m. on Jan. 3 in the
Probate Juvenile Court
Room, second floor, 110
East Court St., Washington
C.H. If you have questions,
please contact this office as
soon as possible.

In observance of the
New Year’s holiday, the
Fayette County Landfill
will be closed today.

www.record
herald.com


